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of Lincoln and our veterans when he visited
50 capitols in 50 days.

In 2012, between September 4 and October
17, Mayor Straub drove nearly 15,000 miles to
48 state capitols and flew to two others—Ha-
waii and Alaska. His momentous journey
began in Pennsylvania, and after a small cere-
mony in Gettysburg outside the home where
Lincoln finished writing the Address, he trav-
eled to the state capitol in Harrisburg. Forty-
three days later, he concluded his capitol jour-
ney in Springfield, lllinois in front of the Lincoln
Tomb.

The historic and record breaking trip was no
easy task. The trip cost over $20,000 and
added a great many miles to his Lincoln Town
Car, homage to the 16th President. Neverthe-
less, Mayor Straub remained steadfast in his
belief that the journey was a great success
due to God and the American people saying,
“I launched the trip on behalf of God and
country, but it was actually God and country
that pulled me through. It started more about
principles and patriotism, but it was the people
who kept me going.”

Mayor Straub has represented his commu-
nity well and has been a strong voice for the
Village of Burr Ridge throughout his time in of-
fice. His service to the people of Burr Ridge
and to lllinois is truly commendable. It is our
hope that the public will continue to benefit
from his involvement as a valued member of
the community and Mayor of Burr Ridge.

Mr. Speaker, please join me in congratu-
lating Mayor Mickey Straub on his historic
journey across the United States, and also
taking his lead in remembering the spirit of the
Gettysburg Address and President Lincoln.

————

THE PASSING OF VAINO HASSAN
SPENCER

HON. KAREN BASS

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, February 9, 2017

Ms. BASS. Mr. Speaker, | would like to
honor the life and memory of California Ap-
peals Court Justice Vaino Hassan Spencer.

A month after Vaino was born in 1920,
women gained the right to vote. She grew up
during the Great Depression, started her pro-
fessional career as a real estate broker, and
married fellow broker Lorenzo Spencer in the
late 1940s. She embarked on a legal career
after graduating from Southwestern Law
School in 1952, and practiced for nine years
before then-governor Pat Brown appointed her
to the Municipal Court bench in 1961, the first
African American woman to hold a judgeship
in California. She was elevated to the Superior
Court in 1976 by then-Governor Jerry Brown,
who went on to name her as presiding justice
of Division One of the Second Appellate Dis-
trict Court of Appeal in 1980, making her the
first Black woman to sit on a California ap-
peals court.

Justice Spencer believed in the concept of
“lift as you climb” and worked to create oppor-
tunities for women and people of color, espe-
cially in the legal profession. She founded the
Black Women Lawyers Association of Los An-
geles in 1974 to provide support to those al-
ready in the profession, and to assist others
with scholarships, mentoring and guidance.
The very next year, she joined with another
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Appeals Court Justice to coordinate efforts in
support of women nominated to federal and
state supreme courts. That collaboration grew
into the National Association of Women
Judges, which aimed to increase the number
of women in the judiciary and to address the
gender bias problems experienced by the few
women who were on the bench. President
Jimmy Carter met with NAWJ in 1980, having
appointed nearly four times the women to the
federal bench (38) than had ever been ap-
pointed by all of his predecessors.

In remarks later, she said: “We have been
warmly greeted [everywhere], and we've got-
ten tremendous support, even from local
judges who were openly resentful of our orga-
nizing initially. They have come around to be
quite supportive. . . .”

She served one of the longest tenures on
the bench in California history, retiring in 2007.
| salute the life and legacy of Justice Spencer,
a legacy of service to the legal profession, to
the state of California and to the nation.

—————

RECOGNIZING THE EXPANSION OF
CYPRESS BAPTIST CHURCH

HON. MIKE JOHNSON

OF LOUISIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, February 9, 2017

Mr. JOHNSON of Louisiana. Mr. Speaker, it
is an honor for me to rise and recognize the
Cypress Baptist Church of Benton, Louisiana.
For over thirty years, Cypress Baptist has
blessed the lives of many in our region. Most
recently, God has blessed Cypress Baptist
Church with the means to expand their sanc-
tuary to grow their ministry.

Their mission, “to help people come to
know Christ and to grow in Christ,” has been
modeled by the church’s faithful congregation
and their commitment to the Lord is unwaver-
ing. Because of their continued stewardship,
more and more people are answering the call
of God by being baptized and carrying out crit-
ical mission work.

Over the past two years the communities of
Benton and Bossier City and surrounding
areas have come together to help Cypress
Baptist in its mission. This church has touched
the lives of so many, and is growing exponen-
tially, and it is only fitting that God rewards
them with the blessing of more space to carry
out their service.

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the United States
Congress, | am privileged to recognize Cy-
press Baptist Church and congratulate this pil-
lar of our community on its continued dedica-
tion to the Kingdom. Their new sanctuary will
be a true blessing to the people of our com-
munity. My wife, Kelly and | pray that the Spirit
of the Lord continue to bless the congregation
of Cypress Baptist Church.

———
URGING SENATE TO REJECT NOMI-

NATION OF SEN. JEFF SESSIONS
FOR ATTORNEY GENERAL

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, February 9, 2017

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, | include
in the RECORD the text of an op-ed that was
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published yesterday in The Hill, entitled

“When It Comes to Leading the Justice De-

partment, the Senate Should Just Say No To

Sen. Sessions,” whose headquarters building

is named after Robert F. Kennedy, by Con-

gresswoman SHEILA JACKSON LEE.
[From The Hill, Feb. 8, 2017]

WHEN IT COMES TO LEADING THE JUSTICE DE-
PARTMENT, THE SENATE SHOULD JUST SAY
NO TO SESSIONS

(By Sheila Jackson Lee)

Many people think the role of the U.S. At-
torney General is simply to be the nation’s
chief prosecutor. This seriously understates
the responsibility, power, and moral author-
ity of the office. The attorney general is the
lawyer for the American people. He is not
the president’s lawyer. The Attorney Gen-
eral leads the Department of Justice and jus-
tice is his client and his mission. As a mem-
ber of the President’s Cabinet, it is impor-
tant that the Attorney General have the
trust of the President, but as the ‘‘People’s
Lawyer,” it is essential that he or she have
the trust and confidence of the American
people.

The nomination of U.S. Sen. Jefferson
Beauregard ‘‘Jeff”’ Sessions III of Alabama to
be the next Attorney General of the United
States does not inspire the required trust
and confidence.

Many of the senator’s supporters, ranging
from his Republican colleagues in the Senate
to current and former staffers to home state
friends and constituents, praise the senator
for his modesty and courtesy and manners.
The four-term senator and former state and
federal prosecutor is, we are told, learned in
the law, a person of deep faith, a good man
who loves his family, his state, and his coun-
try.

We can, as the lawyers say, stipulate that
these assertions are true. But that does not
make him an appropriate and deserving can-
didate to be Attorney General of the United
States. And that is because the office of At-
torney General and the Department of Jus-
tice he or she leads is different in a very fun-
damental way from every other Cabinet de-
partment.

Unlike, say, the secretary of Transpor-
tation or Commerce or Education, or even
the secretary of Defense or State, the Attor-
ney General leads a department that is
charged with administering the laws and en-
forcing the Constitutional guarantees and
protections that directly affect every Amer-
ican, all 320 million of us.

Sen. Sessions may be a courtly and cour-
teous Southern gentleman but those quali-
ties, charming and desirable as they may be
in a senator, simply are not nearly enough to
make one fit to serve as Attorney General of
the United States of America.

The position of Attorney General is unique
because he or she is the only Cabinet officer
who owes a stronger allegiance to the Amer-
ican people than to the president who nomi-
nated him or her. This is not true even for
the secretaries of State, of Defense, or of the
Treasury because while they are all charged
with upholding the Constitution, their views
regarding the fundamental rights and civil
liberties of the American people are not es-
sential to the execution of their govern-
mental duties.

One of the major reasons why the nomina-
tion of a sitting four-term senator to be At-
torney General is unprecedented is that the
role of a senator is to be a partisan advocate
for specific legislative outcomes while the
role of the Attorney General is to enforce
the law. It is dangerous to combine this par-
tisan zeal with the power and discretion
vested in the Attorney General to shape
legal policy in the federal judiciary. As At-
torney General, Sen. Sessions will have an
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